
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
Brittany K. Stark Memorial Scholarship

A Scholarship for a graduating high school senior, female or male,  who is an active member of St. Bartholomew’s and plans to continue in higher education.

Memories of the Namesake:

Brittany Kathleen Stark lived life to the fullest in her short 14 years. Born in San Diego, she had been to Europe and skied the Austrian slopes before the age of 10. She loved to travel, and she loved animals. She loved riding horses, her Siamese cat Beauregard, and her Olde English Sheep dog Bentely. She was an accomplished young lady having been involved in Girl Scouts, Junior Life Guards, piano recitals, honor role, and volunteerism.

At age 12, Brittany and her family moved to Poway where she attended Twin Peaks Middle School. Later that year, while seemly healthy, she was diagnosed with a rare cardiac disease called Arrhythmogenic Right Ventricular Dysplasia (ARVD). This rare heart ailment is estimated to be responsible for 20 percent of unexpected cardiac deaths in people age 35 and younger. Although her original diagnosis provided hope for a long life, a second opinion later confirmed that her natural heart would not last longer than a year. Brittany was admitted into Children’s Hospital and died while awaiting a heart transplant.

One of the strongest and most inspiring qualities which Brittany possessed was her deep faith in God. Through all of the ups and downs of her final year, her faith never wavered. She knew that God had a plan for her. Her last words were the Lord’s Prayer which she prayed with her mother, Kathleen. In her death, Brittany has inspired others to champion the cause of organ donorship. Brittany herself became an organ donor on Monday, August 17, 1998. Her parents have joined this cause and profess the message “share your life...share your decision.” The world lost a bright star who spent her 14 years giving to others, but heaven gained an angel.







		
